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felt herself encircled or threatened, Great Britain
would be willing to offer her an assurance against
aggression. It also denied that the British guarantee
had caused the Polish attitude to stiffen: it was
because Poland was firm in the first place that the
guarantee had subsequently been given.

On May llth in an extremely important speech to
Women Conservatives at the Albert Hall, Mr.
Chamberlain amplified the British attitude. The
suggestions that we wished to isolate Germany, to
stand in the way of the legitimate expansion of her
trade in Central and South Eastern Europe, and to
plan some combination against her with the idea of
making war upon her, were "simply fantastic." "On
the other hand I want to make it equally plain that
we are not prepared to sit by and see the independence
of one country after another successively destroyed/'
The gesture and warning alike came well on this, the
day of our signature of the Anglo-Roumanian Trade
Pact. As for Danzig, "while our assurances to Poland
are clear and precise, and although we should be glad
to see the differences between Poland and Germany
amicably settled by discussions, and although we
think they could and should be so settled, if an
attempt were made to change the situation by force
in such a way as to threaten Polish independence,
that would inevitably start a general conflagration in
which this country would be involved."

In view of the sustained firmness of the Anglo-
French attitude, Hitler's next move was to grease the
Axis and conclude a military pact with Italy. This
development occasioned some concern in London,
and there was some uncertainty whether Mussolini in
demanding a quid pro quo for his acquiescence in
Hitler's IJanzig demands might not try further to
upset the balance in the Mediterranean. This sus-
picion was heightened when the usually suave and
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